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The numbers only tell a fraction of the story: 103 seasons, 52 NBA draft picks, 26 league

championships, 23 NCAA Tournament appearances, six Final Fours, two NCAA titles, two National

Players of the Year, and two Basketball Hall of Famers. It is the people behind the numbers who

bring to life the University of Cincinnati basketball program. The history of Bearcat basketball is filled

with charismatic coaches and colorful players, including Oscar Robertson, the greatest Bearcat of

them all, and 2000 National Player of the Year Kenyon Martin. Tales from Cincinnati Bearcats

Basketball covers eight coaching eras, from former National Football League standout John "Socko"

Wiethe (1946-52) to the driven and intense Bob Huggins, who took over the program in 1989 and

led the Bearcats back to national prominence. Cincinnati Enquirer sports editor Michael Perry, a

former UC basketball beat reporter, interviewed more than 75 former players, coaches, recruits, and

basketball staff members to deliver a comprehensive look inside the Bearcat basketball program.

The book takes readers into locker rooms, practices, and game huddles as it recounts memorable

moments and unforgettable games, including the Bearcats&#x92; record-setting seven-overtime

victory over Bradley in 1981; UC's controversial 24-11 loss to Kentucky in 1983; and that fateful day,

March 9, 2000, when Martin lay crumpled on the basketball court in Memphis, Tennessee. Fans will

also read about Hall of Famer Jack Twyman registering for classes at Duquesne University in

Pittsburgh in 1951 before deciding to attend Cincinnati; former coach Ed Badger hitchhiking in the

snow to see a recruit in Pennsylvania; and Tony Yates finding a first-team All-Metro Conference

player in a former marching band member in Macon, Mississippi. This is a rollicking trip down

memory lane, providing insight into the Huggins era and, for those who did not start following the

team until the 1990s, a fun history lesson.
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Michael Perry is a graphic designer and typographer who has created hand-drawn type for such

clients as Urban Outfitters, American Eagle Outfitters, MTV, Rome SDS, Polyvinyl Records, and

Amelias magazine.
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